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Examiner 
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Applicant(s) 
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- ThB MAIUNO DATE of Ms communication appears on tha cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATLfTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE IVIAIUNG DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of tima may be availabis under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.13S(a}. tn no event however, may a reply ba timely fSad 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mtiSng date of this communication. 

• IT tha period (or reply spedfl^ above b less than thirty (30) days, e reply wiOtin the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wiQ be considered timely. 

. ff NO period for reply is epecillad above, tha majimum statutory period mU apply and will ei^lre SIX (9) MONTHS from the maaing data of this cornmunication. 

• Faihm to reply within the set or etfended period for reply vwO. by statute, cause the appfica^ ^ 

• Any reply received by tha Office later than three months after the maiEng data of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Resfwnsive to communication(s) filed on 22 September 2000 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)B] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is In condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s)M5 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a}^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicanl may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is obj^ted to. See 37 CFR 1 . 121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign prioflty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f), 
a)nAII b)n Some* on None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



iO 

20 
30 



Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment Is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a spedfic 

reference was include in the first sentence of the spedfication or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attttchmsntts) 

1 ) 13 NoUce of References Cited (PT<>892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3} □ InformaUon Disclosure Stalenrjent(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to application filed on Sep. 22, 2000. Clainis 1 -1 5 are 
pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitied to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under sectton 122(b). by 
another filed in tte United States before the Inventton by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an applicatton for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an Intemattonal application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an applicatton filed In the United States 
only if the international application des^nated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English lar^uage. 

2. Claims 1 -9 and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Carter el al .. U.S. Patent No. 6.553.401 . 

As to claim 1 , Carter teaches a method for detemnining a server computer which 
carried out a process most recently, applicable to a high availability computer system 
comprising a master server computer and a slave server computer each having a 
storage unit, the method comprising the steps of: 

executing state-transition of said two server computers when a fault 
occurs in the server computer or the server computer Is restored from the fault (see col. 
2 lines 20-27 and col. 6 lines 12-35); 

storing a priority determined by the state transition into the storage unit 
(see col. 6 lines 55-col. 7 lines 4); 
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- Multifunction Server Input/Output Subsystem And Method by Jones, U.S. Patent 
No. 5,757,642. 

- Apparatus And Methods For Highly Available Directory Services In The 
Distributed Computing Environment by EInozahy, U.S. Patent No. 6,014,686. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone nunr^er is 
(703)305-4652. The examiner can nomially be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)746-9679. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3900. 

Hussein El-chanti 



Dec. 3, 2003 
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